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BES news

The Continent
of Africa
Winter 2019

Resourcing you to reach the next generation - www.besweb.com
In this edition of the BES news, we focus on the promotion of Bibletime resources throughout
the African continent. We have included up to date prayer requests, personal testimonies and
accounts of what God is doing in many countries. We can praise God for the devoted and
hard-working Christians within Africa who have a vision to reach the children with Bibletime
Booklets and Lessons. Since we last reported on Africa in 2017, the spread of BES work has
greatly increased, and several new countries have shown an interest. It was a great joy to
have representatives from 15 different African countries back in April, at the BES International
Conference. We continue to thank God for the tremendous help given by Revival Movement,
and we estimate that 90% of the Bibletime Booklets they produce go to Africa.
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Angola
Issac Buca

In 2017, Pastor Isaac Buca, the IEIA secretary, attended the Pan African Brethren
Conference in Addis Abba, where Stephen Gillham introduced him to BES. In 2018,
he tried to obtain some Portuguese Bibletime from Brazil, but this was not successful.
However, in June this year, Revival Movement printed Portuguese Bibletime Booklets
specifically for Angola, and part of the first shipment is due to arrive by the end of
this month, courtesy of MMN (Medical Missionary News). The Brethren Churches in
Angola are all very excited and plan to organise some training once the Booklets have
arrived. He requests prayer that the children and youth will embrace the Word of God
through the teaching.

Burkina Faso

Christine Bonkoungou Godwin
Christine with Sawadogo Pabakba are the BES Coordinators in Burkina Faso. BES was first introduced into Burkina Faso by Stephen
Gillham in 2017, when 80,000 Bibletime Booklets were shipped there by Revival Movement. Since then, the quantities have increased and
earlier this year 140,000 Booklets were sent, which is still proving insufficient – the demand is so great!
A committee of 18 people was established to oversee the distribution of the Bibletime material to the 125 Assemblies of God churches
within the region of the capital, all of whom, have in various ways, used or are still using the material. The aim of the BES committee is to
introduce the Booklets to the 8,000 villages in Burkina Faso. The material has been distributed to areas of Kadiogo, Signonghin, Saaba,
Bogodogo, and North and South Boulmiougou. The Bibletime Booklets are not only for the benefit of the Assemblies of God churches, but
other denominations, such as the Christian Alliance, The Mission Apostolic and the SIM Church. Some schools and Good News Clubs have
also benefited from the resources. They are very much aware of their need of accountability, training and careful usage of the material. The
committee don’t let anybody have the BES material unless they have been to the training and a member of the committee visits each church
on Sundays to see how the Booklets are being used. Etienne Simpore, who is the main trainer, has recently been very ill in hospital. He has
now fully recovered, and is training teachers once again, praise God!
Tarnagda Cintia, who is a teacher, has found that since the introduction of the Bibletime Booklets into the class, the children’s attendance has
improved. She says, “Since we started using the BES resources, the children come here more regularly because they learn from
the pictures, understand things more quickly, and the Booklets are interesting and easy to use”.
Ashbell and Thirtsa, both 12 years old and from the Apostolic Church, think the Bibletime Booklets have helped to change their lives. Thirsta
says, “It has shown me how I should be following Jesus, and I have started to obey my parents and teachers”, and Ashbell says, “I
have learnt verses from the Bibletime Booklet and I now read my Bible regularly which has helped me to treat others more kindly.
Thank you for this Booklet”.
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Cameroon
Noel Tanekeu (ZAM)

Noel is the coordinator of the BES ministry in Cameroon. The BES material is mainly distributed in Cameroon through the Baptist and
Evangelical churches. Noel tells us that the Bibletime Booklets have been well received because of their structured logical layout and the
interesting activities, games and puzzles which the children find challenging and enjoyable. Mercy, a brother from the Evangelical Assembly
says, “I have bilingual Sunday School classes, with both French and English-speaking children in the same room. So, the fact that
the Bibletime Booklets are available in both French and English makes it a really enjoyable and beneficial time for me”.

CAR (Central
African Republic)
N’djama Abed-Nego (ZAM)

Abed-Nego was first introduced to BES
at an Emmaus Conference in 2016 in
Nairobi. When he returned home, he
presented the work to the evangelical
churches and schools in Bangui (the
capital of CAR), where there was much
excitement over the prospect of receiving
the material. It was not until three years
later, in March 2019, that some boxes
of Bibletime Booklets arrived from
Cameroon. Multiple training sessions
were arranged during April in Bangui,
Baoli and M’Baiki, much to the delight
of the Sunday School teachers. So far,
the BES material has been distributed to
20 churches and 3 Christian schools, but
there are not enough Bibletime Booklets!
Abed-Nego says, “Our country is
eagerly awaiting further Bibletime
Booklets with open arms! Thanks to all
who have made this work possible”.
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Democratic Republic of Congo
Emmanuel Ngoy Kakudji wa Kita (ZAM)

Over the past three years, Emmanuel and his team, working in the Southeast region of the Democratic Republic of Congo, have distributed
72,180 Bibletime Booklets to 238 churches and 21 primary and secondary schools. The Booklets have been widely received, but there
is one testimony which Emmanuel states has particularly impacted them as a team. He says, “We received a call from a Principal of a
Muslim school in Lubumbashi, requesting Bibletime Booklets for some Christian children who attended the school, but whose
parents did not want them to learn from the Koran. We sent the Bibletime Booklets as requested. A few months later, we received
another call from the same Principal. He said that his daughter had secretly brought a Bibletime Booklet home, and eventually
confessed that she didn’t want to be a Muslim anymore, and through reading the stories in the Bibletime Booklet, had accepted
Jesus into her life. After some discussions and reading the stories himself, he has decided that the whole school will receive the
Bibletime Booklets and learn about Jesus”.
Jacques Kitulu (ZAM)
Jacques and his small team work in Kinshasa and the neighbouring province of Congo Central (city of Boma). They have distributed a
total of 41,564 Bibletime Booklets to over 18 churches and 81 primary schools. They collect reports from Sunday Schools and visit the
primary schools who use Bibletime every month to ensure the material is being used properly. Training and refresher sessions are regularly
organised for teachers. One teacher, Gédeon, aged 54, writes, “I am a teacher in a Protestant school, but never had any interest in
a relationship with God. I was given a copy of a Bibletime Booklet but took it just to please the BES team. A boy from my class
took the Booklet from my desk and began to read it. He then told me about what he had learned, and I became interested. After
months of reading and wrestling with God, I finally realised that I needed to put my life in order with my Creator, and now am in
the joy of serving the Lord!” Jacques requests that we give thanks to the Lord for increasing the number of students in schools, whilst
also praying that God will help the team to make the most of these opportunities.

Egypt
Ayman

In 2016, Sam Balmer met Ayman at an African conference. Following their discussions,
Ayman arranged for the translation of A Series into Arabic. In January 2019, Sam and Paul
Somerville visited Egypt for the launch of Bibletime in Arabic. The training took place in Giza
where 50 representatives attended from 12 different countries including Algeria, Egypt, Iraq,
Jordan, Morocco, Sudan and Turkey. Over 8,000 Bibletime Booklets and 500 International
Teaching Guidelines have since been printed within the country and distributed to children
and teachers. Please pray for the translation of the B and C Bibletime Series into Arabic, and
for wisdom on how to best train teachers in 15 different cities. Please also pray for further
finances to support printing of the Bibletime Booklets within Egypt.
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Ethiopia

Mulugeta Ashagre
Praise God that the shipment of Amharic Bibletime Booklets is virtually used up!
Over 10,000 children have been reached and given a Bibletime Booklet this year.
The Amharic B Series is under-going translation but will need some serious work if
they are to finish translation, editing, proof-reading, printing and shipping them next
year for the children. Please pray over this challenging process. The Oromo Booklets
have recently arrived, and the team are eager to start training and distributing them
in the East and Western provinces of Ethiopia where most of the Oromo people live.
Mulugeta also hopes to begin expansion of the BES ministry into the South East
and South West, which are mainly populated by Muslims, and plans to cover the
whole country with the BES resources in the next two years. Tadesse also continues
to distribute the Bibletime resources through the Compassion Project. Please pray
for these challenging and ambitious projects as they spread the Gospel and use
Bibletime to reach many children and their families.

Gabon

Gilbert Essone Obang (ZAM)
The spread and distribution of Bibletime in Gabon has been limited due to the small quantity of material received. However, to date, 89
churches and 12 schools in Libreville and surrounding provinces have received and are using the Booklets. The teachers have shown great
enthusiasm for the material and have readily attended the training sessions to learn how to best deliver a lesson to the children. They are
praying for more French Bibletime Booklets to be delivered soon, and teachers who would mark the children’s work.
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Ghana

Afia Darkwar
The BES resources have been in Ghana for 5 years now, and there has been an
increasing expansion in the use of the material among children in schools, churches
and community ministries. The Bibletime resources are now available in 4 out of the
10 regions and are being used in 36 schools, 23 churches, and some Good News
Clubs. Afia says, “The adventurous deeds of God continue to ring in the hearts
of many Ghanaian children as they encounter God’s Word in a refreshing and
colourful way through the Bible Education Services programme.” Hilda is a
missionary working at the Next Generation Good News Club (GNC) in Navrongo. She
was first introduced to Bibletime while visiting Accra, the capital, in June this year and
thought the resource was amazing. She says, “BES has taken away our struggle
of trying to put Bible stories together to suit children of all age groups. The
children are very happy because they now have materials to work with, and it is
really challenging them to study hard knowing that their learning will yield great
rewards in the foreseeable future.” Now, Next Generation GNC is expanding its
ministry network to three adjoining communities into Mirigu, Kandiga and Gia.

Ivory Coast

Antoine Sinza & Monhon Tinde Armand (ZAM)
Reverend Antoine Sinza is a Minister at Eglise Parole Vivante (Word Alive Church)
in Abidjan. He is also the founder of the youth movement, Impact Jeunesse, and
promotes the BES material through these ministries.
Sinza was first introduced to Bibletime in 2011. However, he encountered many
problems within his own country to print the BES material locally and tried unsuccessfully
to ship the Portuguese material from other sources. Finally, in January 2019, Revival
Movement sent the first shipment of 44 boxes, containing 12,000 French Bibletime
Booklets to Ivory Coast. After waiting over eight years for the material, the churches
and young people were so excited to see it!
Sinza says, “So far, the French Bibletime Booklets have been distributed in two main
cities, Aboisso and Abidjan, which is the largest city and the main port for our country.
We have reached 60 churches and one youth movement. I have held several training
sessions for Sunday School teachers since January, and most of the Bibletime
Booklets have now been distributed to children and young people. Our supplies are
low, and we are looking forward to receiving more French material soon!”
Monhon Tinde is the co-ordinator of the Emmaus and BES courses with ZAM. He
has reported that seven churches and two primary schools are using Bibletime,
totalling 350 children in five towns and villages (Bouake, Daloa, Abidjan, Duekoue
and Toulepleu).
Both Sinza and Tinde request that we pray that more Bibletime Booklets will be
printed and shipped very soon, and that financial support would be available to help
with distribution of BES materials.
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Kenya

Lazarus Kisau
Since the beginning of the year Lazarus and his team have distributed nearly 200,000 Bibletime Booklets to different churches, groups and
organisations in Kenya.
Lazarus Kisau, Regional Director of Emmaus Bible School, writes, “We are grateful to report that BES Bibletime Booklets have been so
great for our children in Kenya. We thank God and Revival Movement that a new shipment of Bibletime Booklets has just arrived.
We thank God because the Bibletime material compliments the Emmaus courses; this is because as the parents study Emmaus
courses, their children get the opportunity to learn the Scriptures through the BES lessons. We thank God for this provision, and
we appreciate very much, the great work Bible Educational Services’ Trustees, Revival Movement and supporters continue to do
in making sure these invaluable resources are made available freely to our children here in Kenya. Thank you for helping us impact
the next generation for the kingdom of God.”
Griffins M Musyoka, 12 years, enthusiastically states, “These courses have just been a blessing to me. I did not know that these Bibletime
worksheets carried many meanings from God. It has changed my life; I did not know sin separates man from God. I am looking forward
to the arrival of the next lot of Bibletime Booklets from BES. You may not know how excited and astonished I am feeling after going
through these Bibletime stories, puzzles, crosswords and games! Bibletime is more than a treasure to me. Thank you very much”.
Johnstone Amboga, a Sunday School Teacher, says, “Bibletime is such a fantastic tool in capturing the children’s attention in class.
The International Teaching Guidelines assist the teachers with the planning of the lesson and help us to teach the children the right
message for their age. The pictures, crosswords and puzzles help the children to recall the events in the Bible stories and also
maintain their concentration levels. The memory verse helps the students to remember key pieces of Scripture. Bibletime aids the
teachers to equip the children with the proper knowledge of the Word of God.”

Mali

Dramane Youssouf (ZAM)
The BES ministry was launched 12 months ago in Mali, and now 850 local evangelical
churches are using the Bibletime Booklets in their Sunday Schools. According to
some of the teachers, the Bibletime lessons are a great help for the spiritual growth
of both the teachers and the children. Unfortunately demand has outstripped supply,
and therefore greater quantities are required in order to maintain continuity and
enthusiasm for their usage.
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Mozambique

Patrick and Grace Mulenga
Mozambique is continuing to face serious difficulties as a result of cyclones, lack of rain, and the desperate economic situation. These
have caused a lot of misery and pain but given Patrick and the team a lot of opportunities to present the Gospel to desperate people
and communities. Patrick says, “We are facing critical fuel and food shortages, which has hindered our travel, and caused us
some challenges in distributing the Bibletime Booklets, which were recently shipped from Revival Movement. Praise God
for this latest delivery of 40,000 B Series Bibletime Booklets in Portuguese. In our own local Assembly, we have over 200
children and 20 teachers who attend Sunday School every week, and they were so excited to see the new material arrive!”
Patrick reports that they have conducted 5 seminars, the largest one being in the north during June where 70 brethren assemblies
were represented. So far, they have reached 300 churches throughout Mozambique with the Bibletime Booklets. Delson Amado, a
Sunday School teacher, says, “The Bibletime Booklets have helped many students to cultivate a taste for reading God’s Word.
The material helps us cover the main topics in the Bible throughout each year and we have witnessed so many changed
lives, in both students and teachers”.

Nigeria

Kevin Crawley (Ireland Outreach)
Bibletime Booklets came to Nigeria in 2014 when Sam Balmer met with representatives of Emmaus Bible Centre Mission during one of the annual
leadership conferences. They were trained and shown how to deliver a Bibletime lesson, and how to grade and record marks from the Booklets.
Each person took several copies of the Level 2 Bibletime Booklet to their own home area allowing the spread of Bibletime from Plateau State to so
many parts of the nation. Due to the hunger for good Christian materials, demand for the other Levels grew. Levels 1, 3 and 4 came to Nigeria last
year. More and more children, ministers, Sunday School teachers, principals and families are getting to know about the BES materials.
The spread of the Bibletime Booklets into the different ministry areas has been systematic and methodical. First, it was introduced into
the Emmaus workers’ family homes which spread to the neighbour’s children. Then it was used in the Street Bible Clubs with children
who were traditionally Muslim and had no religious belief. Peter says, “The books have made a great contribution to improving
my behaviour and moral values, thank you!” At the same time, Bibletime was introduced to Sunday Schools, and as the news
spread of this great resource, the demand from churches grew. The next stage saw Bibletime being introduced to some schools, like
Hope Academy in Jos, Plateau State, where it is used as a devotional every morning with the whole school. James writes, “My life is
blessed today because of the BES materials.” There are reports that many parents do not want to remove their children from the
school because of the teaching of the Word of God using Bibletime. Finally, FCS (Fellowship of Christian Students) identified a need
to help children and teenagers, who are left to roam the streets during long vacation periods. FCS took the opportunity to organise
class sessions for them where they use the BES materials to teach the Bible. Since FCS is a national organisation, they need large
quantities for these holiday classes. This successful programme of reaching young people with Bibletime was recently extended to
the Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) camp. There are currently 1.5 million children in IDP camps, so the need is great! Please pray
for further Bibletime resources to reach all these children.
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Rwanda

Aminadab Mbanzabugabo Muteteri
Aminadab is the executive director of Teens for Christ in Rwanda. This year, he and his team have distributed over 200,000 Bibletime
Booklets to children in Rwanda, and over 500 teachers have been trained! We praise God for this! Aminadab says, “We believe
that preparing and equipping children and teenagers through the BES lessons is the best way to build the strong future of
our nation and the world. We place great importance and emphasis on training the teachers. We believe that if we train the
teachers well on how to deliver the lessons, then the children will understand the Gospel message and teachings of God, and
this will shape their lives as they grow up. We hold weekly meetings with them to show the best and proven way to present
Bibletime to the children, and also to live their own life as prescribed in the Word of God through BES lessons.”
In order to keep in touch with all the volunteers and teachers using Bibletime Booklets, Aminadab and his team hold video conferences
every Tuesday with those who have smart phones and internet connections. They share ministry updates and discuss the way
forward for the week in all regions. They have also changed how they run and conduct Bibletime sessions in the Kigali region, moving
their volunteers around to different schools and teaching different chapters from the Bible each week. This method has increased
excitement in their meetings as teenagers meet a new teacher often with a new message or different approach, which has encouraged
and strengthened them. It also keeps alive their curiosity and hunger for the Word of God.
Aminadab says that they face many challenges. Some of these include reaching the children and distributing the lessons by foot
during the rainy season. Transport and communication are still a big test because most of the volunteers in rural areas do not have
electronic devices, and therefore they cannot easily send updates or photos to the team. During the summer, Aminadab had intended
to present the entire English Bibletime Series to the Ministry of Education, but this was delayed, which has postponed the potential
use of Bibletime within schools throughout the entire country. Pray that these challenges will be overcome and new meetings arranged
next June. Please also pray for funds ($12,000) to allow them to purchase a pick-up truck to transport the Bibletime Booklets to
remote areas.
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South Africa

Marlon and Judy Govender
The Bibletime work in South Africa continues to grow and be blessed. Marlon and Judy
Govender and their team distributed over 7,000 Bibletime courses to churches and
Sunday Schools in various parts of South Africa in 2018 and have already distributed
3,060 courses in the first 6 months of this year. The majority of the work is centred in
the Province of Kwa-Zulu Natal. Marlon says, “We are very grateful to the Lord that
we have done an extensive tour of South Africa this year and have promoted
Bibletime courses in every province of South Africa. We have now signed up 3
new Promoters in Western Province and 2 more in Gauteng. Brother Amir, who
lives in South Africa, is working with BES on translating the Bibletime Booklets
into Farsi for people from countries like Iran. He has distributed 200 Bibletime
courses in Cape Town and has requested a further 2,400 for distribution.”
Brother Powell Dryer in Stellenbosch, Western Province sent a picture (attached) and
this little story. He has been going around his neighbourhood promoting Bibletime and
a few weeks later was doing follow up when he discovered that young Janela Keeble,
5 years old, who had just started to read herself was using her Bibletime course to
teach her illiterate 92 year old grandmother the Bible stories!

Tanzania

Liz and her husband David are our main BES coordinators in Moshi. They are working hard to translate Bibletime into Swahili alongside their
employment, further educational studies and raising a family. This project has been going on for many years, but praise God that over the
summer they made great progress in finalising the first few levels of the Bibletime Series. Please pray for them all, and that this first Series of
Bibletime in Swahili may be completed and printed in 2020.
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Zambia
Willie Bunda

Bibletime lessons were first used in Zambia in September 2010, but BES Zambia was not officially launched until 2011 by Sam Balmer. As
it was one of the first international partnership centres to be established in Chingola, it is managed by a board comprising of seven people:
Kelvin and Joyce Samwata, Willie and Astridah Bunda, Geshom and Maude Chioni, and Wallace Samiselo. Willie is the full-time National
Coordinator who is responsible for training the Sunday School teachers and distributing the Bibletime material to churches and schools.
Willie says, “We started with Bibletime in a few churches in Chingola, in the Copperbelt Province, and now have grown to
nearly 250 churches in Solwezi, Kasama and Mansa, with an average of 80 children per church. We estimate we now reach
20,000 children with Bibletime. Currently we are working in four Provinces, but we have requests for BES material from
six other Provinces, and hope to start training in Lusaka, the capital, next year. We mostly work with churches and schools
and train teachers to use, teach and mark the Bibletime lessons during a one-day seminar. We praise God for the good
connections and partnerships we have made in Solwezi and Mansa.”
Stories of children desiring to learn are unfolding all the time. They now have a programme for actively encouraging children who
attend church to recruit their friends from school to do the Bibletime course. Accompanied by their church friends, these school friends
attend the BES office once a month, collect their Bibletime Booklet, take it home, complete it, and then bring it back for marking. They
are then given a new Booklet. Willie has found there is real eagerness to learn about God with one girl bringing eight friends to the
office from her class at school.
BES Zambia has been asked to assist at the Nchanga Trust School with teaching a Scripture Union club. Willie is assisting in this
club using Level 2 Bibletime Lessons. Please pray for this new opening.
They are currently translating Level 1 Bibletime into Bemba which is widely spoken in Zambia. Please pray for Willie and the team as
they continue with the translation and proof-reading.
Please also pray for solutions to overcome the challenge of transport to reach churches in outlaying provinces and to find good people
to partner with as they train and distribute the Bibletime lessons to churches and schools in Zambia.

Zimbabwe

Chunga Jingini and Walter Madimutsa
Chunga, who operates an Emmaus Centre in Zimbabwe has just started to use the Bibletime Booklets in schools in Harare, the capital. The
resources have been so well received, and the demand is so great, that four children share a single copy of a Bibletime Booklet in one class.
He has also visited three schools in Epworth and trained teachers on how to best teach a Bibletime lesson. They found the International
Teaching Guidelines very helpful. Walter and his wife are SIM missionaries and also promote the BES material and programme. Recently, he
has had success in distributing a lot of Bibletime Booklets in churches in Bulawayo which is in the southern part of Zimbabwe. They also
report that the BES material has been used in many primary schools, some prisons, and with children in social welfare centres and homes.
Chunga and Walter are in the process of discussing how best to translate the English Bibletime Booklets into Shona, the local language,
but so far little progress has been made. They face many difficulties, mainly relating to severe fuel shortages and power, which makes
communication and travel very difficult. They ask for prayer in relation to training, travel, fuel shortages, finance and water shortages.
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Editor’s Note
UPDATE – Revival Movement is in the process of printing large quantities of French Bibletime Booklets for Congo, Ivory
Coast, Cameroon, CAR, Gabon, Mali and Burkina Faso. They should be ready to ship at the end of 2019.

BES Prayer Diary
This year, we have produced the BES Prayer
Diary giving details of the countries where
BES is working. Free copies are available
from the BES office in Enniskillen. We suggest
that this Winter News edition is read with the
Prayer Diary to give background, context and
an understanding of the progress being made
in each of the African nations since the Prayer
Diary was originally written.

Silver Servers
Today, fewer children attend church or know little of the Bible
and the good news of Jesus. Grandparents have an unique
opportunity to fill that gap and Silver Servers has been designed
to give them everything they need to help with this. Through this
website, there is on-line access to all of the Bibletime Resources
free of charge! Register your interest and sign up to our online
newsletter via the website: www.silver-servers.org.

A Final Thought
by Stephen Gillham

Deuteronomy 1: 23-29
When Israel was coming to the end of their journey in the desert, Moses reminded them that he had sent out 12 spies, who had returned with
some of the fruit of the land. The spies reported, “It is a good land that the Lord our God is giving to us.” As we survey the rapidly growing
BES work in the great continent of Africa, we are increasingly aware that young people who are using Bibletime Booklets are responding to the
message of salvation. There is “fruit from the land”. The more we hear, the more we want to give thanks to “the Lord our God who is giving
it to us”. As a result of reading these reports may there be much thankfulness to the Lord our God. Moses encouraged them to go forward
despite the problems, because the “Lord your God is going before you”. In this vast continent with such need both physically and spiritually
may we pray that God will go before us and we shall continue to hear of “much fruit” in many lives.

Contact BES

Registered BES Office:
c/o Angela Johnston, 37 Belmore Street,
Enniskillen, Northern Ireland, BT74 6AA
Telephone: 028 6632 2462
Email: info@besweb.com
Editor and Secretary of Trust:
Stephen Gillham stephen.gillham@besweb.com
International Secretary:
Sam Balmer - sam@besweb.com
BES Ambassador:
Bert Gray - bert@besweb.com

UK BES Trustees: Sam Balmer, Stephen
Gillham, Allison Hill, Stuart Price, Andy
Street, Stevie Walls.

Support BES

How to support BES
You can make a one-off donation or choose
to support us regularly by cheque, standing
order, or any other means. You could also
consider leaving a legacy to BES, so we
can continue bringing the Good News of
Jesus to the next generation. For more
information, contact vicky@besweb.com
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