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Key VERSE:

“And she will bring forth a Son, and
you shall call His name Jesus, for He
will save His people from their sins.”

In these Studies of ‘The Life of Christ’, we shall
consider His life in slightly greater detail. We shall
concentrate on the Gospel of Matthew. This Gospel
was written by a former tax-collector who became
a disciple of the Lord Jesus.

(See Matthew 9: 9)

Matthew is writing mainly for Jews, and therefore he
often quotes from the OId Testament writings,
which would be well-known to Jewish people. He
wants to prove to them that Jesus is the Messiah -
the King whom God had promised to the people of
Israel, in the Old Testament.

Look again at the very first verse of the Gospel, and
note that Matthew links Jesus Christ with two very
important men of Old Testament times. Abraham
was the ‘father’ or founder of the Jewish nation, and
David was their greatest king. VWhen Matthew
writes that Jesus is “the son of David” and “the
son of Abraham”, he means that Jesus is
descended from both David and Abraham. This is
part of Matthew’s proof that Jesus is God’s
appointed King.

Matthew shows clearly that Joseph is NOT Jesus’
father in the natural sense. Joseph’s readiness to
end his engagement (or ‘betrothal’) to Mary
indicates that he was not the father of the Baby.
The miracle of Mary’s conception was explained to
Joseph in a special dream. (verse 20) He accepted
this revelation from God, and honoured his
marriage agreement with Mary, but had no physical
relationship with her until AFTER Jesus was born.
(verse 25)

The visit of the Wise Men is recorded only in
Matthew’s Gospel. They had seen a star in the
east which indicated to them that a new King
of the Jews had been born. They travelled
many miles to Jerusalem, and

there they asked, “Where is

He who has been born \
King of the Jews?> Herod, th

king, was very troubled by news - ';
of a new King, and he called the -
religious leaders together. /
demanded of them that they

tell him where the ‘Messiah’

was likely to be born. They were able to refer

him to a prophecy written by Micah many
years before. Micah had foretold that,
Bethlehem would be the place where the
Lord’s ‘Anointed One’, or ‘the Christ’ would be
born. (Micah 5: 2)
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The Wise Men went to Bethlehem, and, guided by
the star, they soon found the new King! They
worshipped Him, and presented to Him precious
gifts. They themselves were men of high rank but
they recognised in the Child Jesus someone far
greater than themselves. What do You think of
Him?

Instead of going back to Herod in Jerusalem, as he
had requested, they returned home another way, as
God had instructed them. When Herod discovered
that they had ‘given him the slip’, he was furious, and
ordered the killing of all boys, two years and under,
in the Bethlehem area. God, however, warned
Joseph in a dream of what was about to happen, and
he took Mary and the Child to Egypt for safety.
There they stayed until Herod died, at which point
they returned to Israel, and settled in Nazareth.

In writing about these events, Matthew is guided by
God to emphasise to his readers at least THREE
things: -

I. Jesus is not just another person, like all the
rest of us.

2. Everything is happening exactly as God had
promised and predicted through His prophets.

3. Godis in complete control, as the Saviour-King
comes into the world.

This is the second of five units on The Life of Christ
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WRITE OUT THE VERSE (FROM THE PROPHET MICAH) WHICH THE PRIESTS AND SCRIBES
QUOTED TO HEROD TO PROVE TO HIM THAT THE CHRIST WOULD BE BORN IN BETHLEHEM.

MATTHEW WRITES ABOUT JESUS AS BEING “THE KING”.
THE BIBLE USES OTHER TITLES FOR HIM. COMPLETE THESE:-
a) Jesus is the ‘Cu..vcvcvcccecenenacs )

b) Jesus is the ‘M....cccvcvevcnencrncrncncnncs !
c) Both of these words mean the ‘A.......ccoovevevcncnencenenncee L© I ’

ANsSWER TRUE or FALSE TO THE FOLLOWING:=-
a) Matthew proves that Old Testament writings came true in the birth of Jesus. ......cccccee..c.
b) Joseph is Jesus’ natural father,. ~———
c) Joseph, Mary and the Child found safety in Egypt.
d) An angel guided the Wise Men to Bethlehem.
e) The story of the Wise Men is found in all the Gospels.
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WRITE, IN YOUR OWN WORDS, WHAT YOU CONSIDER TO BE THE MOST IMPORTANT
THING ABOUT ‘THE BIRTH OF THE KING’, AND GIVE A REASON FOR WHAT YOU HAVE CHOSEN.

o

IN WHAT WAYS DOES THIS STUDY SHOW THAT GOD WAS ALWAYS OVERRULING IN ALL THE
EVENTS CONNECTED WITH THE BIRTH OF His SON?

!

Total marks
for this study
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@ Matthew 5: 3

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of Heaven.”

Every kingdom has its laws. The laws express
what the head of the kingdom judges to be best
for his subjects. By living within the boundaries set
by the laws, the members of the kingdom can
confidently expect to enjoy happy and useful lives.

John the Baptist announced to his hearers that
“the kingdom of Heaven is at hand”.
(Matthew 3: 2) He meant that with the
beginning of our Lord’s public teaching, a new
stage of God’s kingdom was being introduced.
We must understand that God’s kingdom differs
from earthly kingdoms in that it is not a
geographical area which we can mark on a map.
On one occasion, Jesus explained that “the
kingdom of God is WITHIN you”. (Luke
17: 21) In whatever country a person may live,
if they accept God’s rule over their life and
acknowledge that Jesus is King, they are
members of His kingdom.

What kind of people should His subjects be?
What our Lord said in Matthew 5: 3-12
provides an answer to the question! Note how
many of these verses start with “Blessed” (or
“Happy”). These statements are often called
‘The Beatitudes’ They teach us what qualities
really matter in people who belong to God’s
kingdom. In verse 3, they are to be marked by an
awareness of their spiritual poverty;in verse 4,by
a mourning for their sinfulness. In addition, virtues
such as purity of heart and meekness are to be
seen in their lives. Only by submitting themselves
to the authority of the King - the Lord Jesus - can
they develop these good qualities, and find true
happiness in life.

In Matthew 5: I3 & 14, our Lord taught His
disciples about the impact which they should have
on people who do not belong to the kingdom of
Heaven. He said, “You are the salt of the

earth”, and “You are the light of the
world”. In the days before fridges and freezers
were invented, salt was often used as a
preservative, for it has the power to retard
corruption. Christians should act as salt; by
showing the qualities mentioned in the Beatitudes,
they help to keep in check the evil and wickedness
of the world. To be “the light of the world”
means that Christians are responsible to spread
the light of the gospel amongst unconverted
people. Often it is a Christian’s “good works”
which shed the brightest light, and cause people to
turn to God. (5: 16)

In Matthew 6 our Lord taught that His disciples
should live by a different set of values; their
priorities should not be those of people who are
outside His kingdom. His subjects should lay up for
themselves treasures in Heaven. (verse 20) They
can do this by using all the gifts that God has given
them (time, money, abilities etc.), in such a way that
His rule is extended to other people. “Seek
FIRST the kingdom of God, and His
righteousness” is a good guide-line for the
subjects of the King! (verse 33)

Our Lord concluded His wonderful ‘Sermon on
the Mount’ (as His teaching in Matthew
chapters 5-7 is usually called) by saying that it is
not enough merely to hear His words. ‘Hearing’
must be accompanied by ‘doing’. If we hear His
words, and do not act upon what we hear; we are
like a foolish man!

This Study is full of
challenges for all of us.
We need to face up to
questions like these:-
Am | ‘a subject of the
King’?  Am | living
according to the
King’s laws? Is my life
being a blessing to
others? Am | “wise”
or “foolish>?
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a. WHAT NAME IS USUALLY GIVEN TO THE TEACHING GIVEN BY OUR LORD IN
MATTHEW CHAPTERS 5,6 & 77

b. WHAT NAME IS GIVEN TO THE STATEMENTS OF HAPPINESS, AT THE BEGINNING OF His
TEACHING?

THE KEY VERSE IS THE FIRST OF THE BEATITUDES; USING YOUR BIBLE, WRITE OUT
ANOTHER ONE OF THEM.

WHO sAID?

WHAT EVIDENCE WOULD SHOW THAT A CHRISTIAN WAS TRULY ACTING AS “sALT’?

WHAT DO YOU THINK OUR LORD MEANT WHEN HE SAID, “LET YOUR LIGHT SO SHINE BEFORE
MEN”? (MATTHEW 5: 16)

6 o o o

FILL IN THE BLANKS WITH SUITABLE WORDS. (MATTHEW 7:24-27):-
a) If you hear and do, you are like a ......ccocoveuvcunnce man Who built on ... .
When the storm came his house ........ccccccveucuucnce. .
b) If you hear and don’t do, you are like a ......cccoeeveureuecuennce. man who built on ... .

a) “THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND.” ...........coovueuevcrerncreueecuenncesenesesenncssennc
b) “THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS WITHIN YOU.”  ........c.ccoouemucrecuerencrreacneneescssenenenseacnnes

When the storm came his house ..........cccoeevevevenneee. .

a. READ MATTHEW 6:25 & 31, AND WRITE DOWN TWO THINGS WHICH PEOPLE WHO ARE NOT
FOLLOWERS OF THE LORD JESUS OFTEN PUT AS PRIORITIES IN THEIR LIVES.

!

Total marks
for this study
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Matthew 21: 5

“Tell the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold,
your King is coming to you, lowly,
and sitting on a donkey, a colt, the

foal of a donkey.

From the very outset of His public ministry, Jesus
spoke and acted with authority. People were
impressed by the power of His words as He
challenged the traditional teachings of the Scribes.
The Gospel of Matthew, in which Jesus is presented
as “The King?, tells us of many situations in which
His authority was clearly seen.

I. HE HAS AUTHORITY TO HEAL DISEASES.

A Roman centurion, whose servant was paralysed,
pleaded with Jesus to heal him. Our Lord offered to
go with him, but the centurion firmly believed that it
was not necessary for Jesus to come to his house.
All that was needed was His word of command. The
centurion recognised that just as he had power to
order his soldiers about, so Christ had authority to
command illness to depart. In response to the man’s
great faith, Jesus there and then caused the servant
to recover. (Matthew 8: 5-13)

2. HE HAS AUTHORITY TO FORGIVE SINS.

In chapter 9, a paralysed man was carried to the
Lord Jesus by his friends. Jesus knew how much faith
they all had in Him, so He immediately declared the
man’s sins all forgiven! The Scribes who were there
regarded this as blasphemy. In THEIR view, Jesus, a
mere man, had no authority to forgive sins. Jesus,
however, proved that He had the right, by healing the
man’s body. In an instant, the man was on his feet,
rolling up his mattress and walking home! No one
could deny that the miracle had happened. If the
Lord Jesus had authority over disease, they could be
sure that He also had authority to forgive sins!
(Matthew 9: 6)

3. HE HAS AUTHORITY OVER SABBATH RULES.

One Sabbath day, the hungry disciples plucked some
ears of corn, and began to eat them. The strict
Pharisees at once criticised Jesus for allowing them to
do so. In their view, the disciples were working on the
Sabbath; this was something which was forbidden by the

Ten Commandments. (Exodus 20: 8) Jesus, however,
defended the action of His disciples, stating that He
Himself is “the Lord of the Sabbath”. That meant
that His authority was final as to what is right or wrong
on the Sabbath days. (Matthew 12: I-8)

4. HE HAS AUTHORITY TO CONTROL HIS WORKERS.
In Matthew 16, Jesus asked His disciples what
opinions people had concerning His identity. He
then challenged them to say what THEY thought
about Him. Peter answered by saying, “You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God”. (verse 16)
Jesus did not rebuke, or correct Peter for saying so;
indeed, He told him that God was the One who had
revealed this to him. He then told Peter that He was
going to give him “the keys of the kingdom”.
(verse 19) This means that the Lord Jesus has the
authority to assign a particular task to Peter, with
reference to his future work in God’s kingdom.

5. HE HAS AUTHORITY AS KING TO ENTER THE CITY
AND THE TEMPLE.

In riding into Jerusalem on the donkey, our Lord was
claiming to be the One of whom Zechariah had
written many years before, “Behold, Your King is
coming........riding on a donkey”. (Zechariah
9: 9) The excited crowds exclaimed, “Blessed is
the King who comes in the name of the
Lord!” (Luke 19: 38) The King had arrived!

When He cleansed the Temple, as described in
Matthew 21: 12 & 13, His authority was
questioned by the religious leaders. He defended
very skilfully what He had done, and left His critics
speechless.

As this Study finishes, we are confronted again with
the greatness and authority of

God’s King. We cannot e T
do better than to
hand over to
Him the reins
of our lives! In
the first place, we
trust Him for our
eternal salvation; we then
yield the whole of our lives
to His control!
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—0 USING MATTHEW 7:29 TO GUIDE YOU, WRITE A SENTENCE ABOUT HOW THE LORD JESus
TAUGHT.

—e USING THESE (MATTHEW 8: 9, MATTHEW 9: 3, MATTHEW 12: 8, MATTHEW 16: 16, MATTHEW 21:23)
REFERENCES, FILL IN WHO SAID EACH OF THE FOLLOWING:-
a) “I AM A MAN UNDER AUTHORITY, HAVING SOLDIERS UNDER ME.”  ..ccccovvmerceerceencecrncncecnnens
b) “THis MAN BLASPHEMES.” ..o
c) “You ARE THE CHRIST, THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD.” .............cccovuvueurerrenireeencnnne
d) “BY WHAT AUTHORITY ARE YOU DOING THESE THINGS?” ~ ....cccevmmiiccceecncrecncneenne
€) “THE SON OF MAN Is LORD EVEN OF THE SABBATH.”  .........ccovveuveunencerereencrnecnncnnene

—0 WHAT EVIDENCE WOULD YOU EXPECT TO SEE IN THE LIFE OF A PERSON WHO CLAIMS TO
HAVE HIS SINS FORGIVEN, BY THE LORD JEsus?
( CLUE! THINK CAREFULLY ABOUT THE CASE OF THE PARALYSED MAN IN MATTHEW 9:2-7)

IN MarTHEW 8: 10 THE LORD JESUS SAID, “I HAVE NOT FOUND SUCH GREAT FAITH, NOT EVEN IN ISRAEL”.
a) About whose faith was He speaking? = et
b) In what way was this man’s faith “GREAT™] ..ottt 4

CTHE SON ...ttt s s s s s s ssssssseseseteses st sttt asasssasasssassessassessasssssassesssssesssana SINS.” 2

READ MATTHEW 28: 18, WHERE THE RISEN LORD JESUs SAID, “ALL AUTHORITY (OR POWER) IN HEAVEN
AND ON EARTH HAS BEEN GIVEN T0 ME”. WRITE OUT THE FOLLOWING TWO VERSES, TO SHOW
WHAT HE THEN ToLD His DISCIPLES To Do.

—e SUPPLY THE MISSING WORDS FROM MATTHEW 9: 6.

Total marks
for this study



THE LIFE OF CHRIST
Unit B

Study 4. The Rejection of the King

Newlife

BiBLE STuDY COURSE

This study sheet belongs to:

ReAD: Matthew 26: 14-16, 47-50 & 57-68

Key VERSE:

@ Matthew 27: 42

“He saved others; Himself He cannot
save. If He is the King of Israel, let
Him now come down from the cross,
and we will believe Him.”

The last Study ended with the triumphal entry of
Jesus into Jerusalem. It is rather surprising to
discover that by the end of that week, the people of
Jerusalem were demanding His crucifixion. It was
mainly the religious leaders who were so opposed
to Him. They were very jealous of His popularity
with the common people. (21: 46) The Pharisees
tried to provoke Him into saying things which would
give them grounds for bringing charges against Him.
(22: 15) But Jesus was not taken in by their evil
schemes, and was never caught in any of their ‘traps’.
(22: 46)

Then His enemies changed their tactics; they would
arrest Him in secret, in the absence of the crowds.
Things seemed to be in their favour when one of
Jesus’ disciples - Judas Iscariot by name, offered to
lead them to Him, under cover of darkness. So it
came about that the Lord Jesus was arrested late at
night in the Garden of Gethsemane.

Throughout the hours of that night, the Jewish
Council (or Sanhedrin) worked hard to find charges
against Him. They had great difficulty obtaining
witnesses who would support the accusations which
they were making against Jesus. Sometimes the
proposed ‘witnesses’ were contradicting each other!
Eventually the Sanhedrin was ready to put the
crucial question to their Prisoner: “Are you the
Christ, the Son of God?” (26: 63) When our
Lord answered positively, the High Priest, who was
in charge of the trial, declared that Jesus had spoken
blasphemously. The penalty for so doing was death!

There followed shameful scenes of spitting, punching
and mocking, after which the Lord Jesus was taken
to the Roman authorities. The Law required that
Roman approval must be given before sentence of
death could be carried out.

Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor, was not a
strong ruler. He questioned Jesus about His claim to
be “The King of the Jews”, to which Jesus again

Matthew 27: 1-2, 15-31, & 35-50

replied in the affirmative. (27: I1) In his heart,
Pilate felt that Jesus had done no wrong, and he tried
to reason with the Jewish leaders. But it was all in
vain, and eventually Pilate gave in to the pressure of
the mob who had been stirred up by the priests.
(Mark 15: 11)

Pilate made a last attempt to secure the release of
Jesus by offering them the choice of having either
Barabbas or Jesus set free. Barabbas was a notorious
criminal, who was well-known and popular with the
crowd. Pilate thought for sure that they would
prefer Jesus to him! To Pilate’s dismay, they yelled for
the release of Barabbas! Jesus was condemned to
die. (27: 26)

Before being crucified, the Roman soldiers subjected
the Prisoner to disgraceful treatment. They beat
Him and mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the
Jews!” When at last they had Him nailed upon the
cross, they put a notice above His head which said,
“This is Jesus, the King of the Jews”. Crowds
stood around, jeering and mocking.

“If He is the King of Israel,” they said, “let
Him now come down from the cross, and we
will believe Him”. (27: 42)

At three o’clock that afternoon, the Lord Jesus gave
a loud cry, and dismissed His spirit. God’s ‘Anointed
One’ - His King - had been rejected by Israel!

Today, as we look back upon these events, we are
glad to know that if we repent of our sins, and put
our trust in Him, we enter His kingdom,and become
His subjects. The rejection of the King is not by any
means the end of the story! Through His death
upon the cross, the door of salvation has been
opened for all who will accept Him as Lord and King
of their lives.
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USING THE BIBLE REFERENCES FROM MATTHEW 26 AND MATTHEW 27: 3-5, WRITE ANSWERS TO
THE FOLLOWING:- i. NAME THESE PERSONS:

!

a) The Roman governor ........eeecenennee c) The Jewish High Priest ...
b) The released criminal .......cccccccoeeeveeceuncnnee. d) The traitor e
ii. ABOUT THE TRAITOR:
a) How much money did the chief priests give him? ..o
b) In what way did he identify Jesus to those who came to arrest Him? ........cccocvencencncencencrncencnnes
c) What did he do With the MONEYY ...ttt s st saens
d) How did his life @nd? ...ttt eassassasnans C@

WHY WERE THE JEWISH RELIGIOUS LEADERS SO OPPOSED TO JESUS?

WRITE AN ACCOUNT OF HOW THE JEWS ILL-TREATED JESUS BEFORE HANDING HIM OVER
TO THE ROMANS.

READ MATTHEW 27: 19 AND WRITE A SENTENCE ABOUT WHAT PILATE’S WIFE DID ON THE

MORNING OF JESUS” TRIAL. ....oouiuiuiieurinieneisistesesstesesstseesssstssesstsssesstssesssstsssssstsssssstsssssssessssssssssnsssssssnsseses @
COMPLETE THESE SENTENCES BY ADDING SUITABLE WORDS:~-
Q. JESUS WS AITESTEA N eeceuerreceiicicieieieieeetese st essesse st sse bbb s s sac s sac s sacen .

b. The High Priest said Jesus’ claim to be the Son of God was ....
c. The soldiers mocked Jesus’ claim to be King of the Jews by putting on His head a

d. Our Lord was tried first by His own people, then by the

As A RESULT OF THE DEATH OF THE LORD JESUS, WHAT CAN WE, AS INDIVIDUALS,
RECEIVE?

THE LORD JESUS IS STILL BEING REJECTED BY MANY TODAY; READ JoHN [2:48 AND EXPLAIN
IN YOUR OWN WORDS WHAT HE SAID WILL HAPPEN TO THOSE WHO REJECT HIM.
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